Cardiac papillary fibroelastoma originating from pulmonary vein--a case report.
Cardiac papillary fibroelastoma is a primary cardiac neoplasm that typically affects the cardiac valves, mainly the aortic and mitral valves, and very rarely the endocardium of cardiac chambers. Cardiac papillary fibroelastoma is rarely diagnosed during life, as the majority are incidental findings at autopsy, but with the advent of echocardiography, it is being increasingly recognized. Although the tumor is usually small and histologically benign, it may have a malignant propensity for life-threatening complications, such as a cerebrovascular accident, myocardial ischemia or infarction, or sudden death. The patient reported here presented with an embolic stroke from a thrombus on the surface of a left atrial papillary fibroelastoma. The papillary fibroelastoma was originating from the lower portion of the left inferior pulmonary vein and was protruding into the left atrial cavity. Papillary fibroelastoma originating from the pulmonary veins has not been reported before. The tumor was successfully removed by intraoperative transesophageal echocardiography-guided cardiac surgery. Grossly, the surface of the tumor was smooth and translucent. The gelatinous membrane on the surface tore easily, and soft papillary tumor with multiple fronds was visible. Histology confirmed the mass was a papillary fibroelastoma. Postoperative recovery was uneventful. Follow-up transthoracic echocardiogram revealed no residual or recurrence of tumor. The patient was in excellent health at 2-year follow-up. The case is described and the clinical characteristics of cardiac papillary fibroelastoma are reviewed.